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I. The history of mankind can be reduced to one long and tragic series
of conflicts between rival camps, with empires, cultures, or contiixents
a8 the prize.

When the tiny band of Ancient Greeks stood shoulder to shoulder
sgainst the hordes of Persla in the narrow pass of Thermopylae sone
2,500 years ago, they were well awere that civilization as they knew it
hung in the balance. They died at the Flery Gate -~ not merely to defend
the sunburned hills of Greece from an invader -- but to preserve a way of
1ife. When victory came later on the broad plains of Marathon and the
last Persian vas driven from the soil of Greece, the survivors must have
faced the future with relief, "for surely” -- they muet have thought --
"the last great world war bas now become history.”

But it was not true themn, nor was it true later vhen Charles Martel
'halted the advance of the Moslems in the West st Touwrs in 732, nor vhen
Don John of Austria won at lLepento in 1571, nor when the Turks were
turned back from the gates of Viemna in 1683. For it is the tragic message
of history that conflict and struggle are as inevitable as life and death
itself. Centuries before Thermopylae, the sands of Palestine ran red
with the blood of Bebylonimns, Assyrians, Hebrews, and Egyptisns; and
since Thermopylae, on down to our own time, mankind hes continued to wite
ress the rise of new world powers, only to see each collapse in turn
before a younger rival or & coalition of powers.

Students of history like the philosopher Hegel or the historian
Spengler have cmclude&th& struggle is the one inescapable reality in
history. Perhaps this is an overslmplification, but the fact remains

thet it 18 en umusual moment in history vhem the world is not divided into
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It would be our undoing, however, if in our present sltustion, we
were to see in the Boviet Unlon nothing but one more empire struggling
for 1ts place in the sun. This so-called "cold war" is mot cast in the
famillar pattern -- the conflict of the Britlsh Bapire with the Bpenish
Enpire in the days of the first Queen Ellzabeth or the rivalry of the
German and English commereial empires in our own century. Call it
aggreasive coexistence or what you will, the feﬁct remngins that we are
facing something new, and something more far-reaching in its consequences
than anything thet history has yet recorded.

II. The struggle before us differs from the great contests of hisbory
iu both scope and kind.

In the first place, we are not engaged merely in & struggle over land.
If this were all that was at steke, the solution to our problem would be
ginple: metch the military power of a potentlel aggressor with the cere
tainty of massive snd overvhelming retalistion.

Heither are we confronted merely with a rise of nationslistic fervor
as in the past. The civilized world has lemrmed how to deal with Pao-
Germanism end Pan-Slayism, end slthough the Soviet Union plays upon the
pational espirations of any group to gein its own epds -- witness its
eynicel promotions of certaln elements of Pan~-Arad naticpellists -« the
mein battle}lem. of the current struggle does not 1lie here.

Wor can the issues of the struggle be reduced to simple economic
terms. Classicsl Bolshevist economlic concepts have given way to finan-
eial end indusirial techniques that would be incomprehensible to the
orthodox Merxisn of s generation mgo. This is not a struggle in which
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fndustrial cepecity or the wealth of naturel reamces alone will deter-
uine the victor. We cannoct buy or build our way out of this one.
If the issues of the cold war cannot be expressed solely in military,

political, or economic terms, how then sre we to define them?

Ve must begin by recognizing the fact that this is total war and that
it ;.nvolves every phase of Western civilization from religion and philos=-
ophy %o science snd education. We are faced by a mew kind of enemy.
Although the lenguage snd customs of the Western nations differ super- :
ficially, all Western civilization has in common concepts of what is right
and wrong, true end false, free and slave. When we communicate with one
another, we make progress because ve have common foundations on which to
build.

In the Soviet Union we are faced with a potentisl enemy who has re-

Jected not c:uzly cur political and econcuic systems but also the very
definitions -.a:f truth, Justice, and morality which have been held by all
- givilized peoples.

| As 8 remalt, it seems impossible to communicate -- say nothing about
negotiate or conclude anything -~ with & Russian. How can one reason in
& spirit of good will and mutual compromise with one to whom "liberation”
means "congquest?” With one to whom truth is simply a device to be cynically
panipulated to serve selfish ends?

Meke no mistake sbout it -~ this is total war. Owr antagonist is on
fire with his own perverted nessisnic missionery zeal. He is out to con-
quer the world -- not only our cities and lands, but our hearts and minds
a5 well, Time and time sgain he has stated arrogantly that he will wait
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for us to collapse from within or thet he has the power to defest us in
battle, and he has promised that vhen he is wictorious, he will remske us
in his ocwn irmge

What, then, are we golng to do about 1t?
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